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{ FROM THE EDITOR } 


FINDERS KEEPERS 


BY ANDY LIEN 


You've heard the saying “Finders keepers, losers weepers.” It goes along 
well with “You snooze, you lose" in my world. The idea is that there is some- 
thing out there for us that we want and need, but it's a fleeting something. 
We need to hang onto it when we find it. But, good golly, we need to find it. 

If we want it. If we're looking for it. 

For those of us wanting and looking, where do we go? More bars than 
ever are welcoming to wherever people are on the spectrum or the Kinsey 
scale or the Purple-Red Scale of Attraction (go ahead, Google it...it’s new). 
The more open and welcoming churches are, the more of a chance there is 
to find your love in a pew. Book stores, the gym, the light rail platform, the 
mall, Lavender events (because why not throw in a shameless plug?), sports 
leagues, performances, volunteering, and Meet Up groups are also good 
options. They're the same options we always hear about that work for some 
people, but those of us who are still looking apparently didn't find what we 
wanted at those events. 

Looking at the current and past wedding issues, the couples in our Wed- 
ding Story features met at a Coming Out event at school (Hannah and Lind- 
say, pg. 38), at work (Jason and Craig, pg. 46), at work (Ania and Molly, 
Spring Wedding Issue), and at political organizing events at school (Kevin 
and Justin, Spring Wedding Issue). Last year's wedding issues featured cou- 
ples who met online, among other places. 

As someone who's spent more than her fair share of time shaking my 
head at the false-positives set up by online dating, I have to admit that I find 
comfort in knowing quite a bit about a potential date before ever meeting 
in person, that our politics line up and our personal life choices might be in 
sync. But, past that, our trajectory is going to be either a hit or a miss, which 
may or may not be obvious right away. Especially if the electronic matching 
system has a weird algorithm or the person answering the questions is not 
truthful. Or, you know, the match was based on a swipe, left or right. (I don't 
judge.) It's a $2.4 billion online dating industry and is it serving us well? Are 
we too quick to swipe left or right? Are we honest with our expectations and 
answers? Are there too many options that suddenly there are no options? 

I think I nailed it with that last question. In today's world of over-stimu- 
lation, we have way too many thoughts and options and decisions that keep 
us from making mindful and intentional moves in life. Do I need to pick out 
a date or should I figure out what I'm making for supper after I figure out 
which market to go to based on which route is open according to Google 
Maps? I was all excited about Instacart coming to the Twin Cities and hope- 
fully delivering groceries and other items to me at my loft when a married 
friend said, “I just don't get this excitement over grocery delivery.” The an- 
swer is in the statement. It's grocery delivery. It's one less thing I have to do 
in my day to make my life work. Because I'm it. I’m the only person in my life 
making it work. And it's a constant state of triage. 

So, what else can we outsource? Matchmaking. I'm totally down for that 
and I’m not even kidding. You do the work for me; I'll outsource my love life 
to you in a heartbeat. And I'm not talking about Yente from Fiddler on the 
Roof, today's matchmaking is more savvy than that. As said by Elite Private 
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Search (“Making Yourself Marriage Material" on pg. 20), they're “person- 
ally recruiting the most qualified matches for our most selective clients." I'd 
swipe right for that (translation: I like that). 

But what's the end game? It's not always marriage. If there's something 
we now know, it's that people can figure out what their own style of rela- 
tionship and commitment is...which hopefully agrees with what each other's 
better half is thinking. If it is marriage, what kind of marriage might it be? 
Lord knows, this world is full of grey; particularly the rainbow world. When 
traditional gender roles aren't the easy (and sometimes horrible) way to 
suss out who does what in a marriage, what do we do? 

Luckily for us, today's marriage is a hybrid of roles and expectations, 
arguably for whichever genders are represented. I’ve often wondered about 
how to be in a long-term committed relationship when I am so self-sufficient 
that I literally don't need anyone. Literally. I do everything myself, and not 
because of being a liberated woman. The people I've dated have been single 
when I’ve found them, which is how I prefer to date, so they've had to be self- 
sufficient, too. It's hardly a political campaign or demonstration of liberation 
to do things as an independent person when there is no other option. 

And then. But then. 

The trajectory of a relationship is still our responsibility. After we've 
found them, we must keep them. Roles will be evolving based on the needs 
and direction of the people in the relationship. Grocery delivery gets cast 
aside for a fun evening out with the beloved at the local co-op, because the 
need for food has also taken on a flavor of want...wanting to spend time to- 
gether, wanting to please each other, wanting do some menu planning in the 
aisles. Or, grocery delivery still stays at the top of the list because you two 
would rather be out hiking or catching a show at the theater. Your choice. 
Either way, life is no longer such a chore as it is when flying solo. Or at least 
that's my view of the greener grass from my side of the pasture. 

My hope for us all is that if we want them, we find them. And that when 
we find them, we keep them. 

With thanks, 

Andy E 
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{ A WORD IN EDGEWISE | 


NO PUTTING IT BACK 
IN THE BOTTLE 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


I've been to several weddings and receptions for couples married 
since August 1 of 2013. Not an odd experience for a friend, but these 
events, as you've probably figured, were for same-sex couples that could 
not have been legally married before in Minnesota. More than a few 
of those couples had already been together for anywhere from several 
years to several decades. Perhaps because my own (hetero) nuptials, 
over a half-century ago, had lasted a scant two-years-less-two-days, but 
it seems to me that any couple, having lived together 32 years and still 
wanting to legally wed when able, sends a special kind of message. 

In nearly every society, one finds ceremonies that define a per- 
son's place in his or her community, that clearly indicate to individu- 
als in their village, town, city, or country, that the person is no longer 
just a child, girl or boy, but one who has reached adulthood and ac- 
cepts its attendant privileges and duties. Bar and bat mitzvahs, sweet 
16 and quinceañera, scarification, pain endurance, debuting at a for- 
mal cotillion; the ceremonies can be religious, social, or spiritual, but 
each is a signifier for a particular status and bestows power on those 
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who successfully undergo the rite or ritual. 

In the United States we have few national signifiers, but one central 
ceremony remains and is recognized nationwide: marriage. With the 
SCOTUS granting of all United States citizens the right to marry, every 
member of society is now included and recognized when of age, ready 
to parent children, pay taxes, and claim those exemptions to which mar- 
ried couples have long had access. 

While, as we have seen lately in the news out of Kentucky and oth- 
er areas, there is still resentment of gays and lesbians, and continued 
attempts to deny these citizens the rights they themselves hold dear. 
“Yet,” as Galileo Gallilei is alleged to have said to his inquisitors, “it does 
move." The earth does spin about the sun, and events here on earth 
continue in their own momentum. Times are changing, and acceptance 
is abroad in the land. Americans like fair play. 

So bring on those joyous weddings celebrated by grooms' and 
brides' parents, nieces, nephews, friends — yes, children — happy for 
the happy couple. They're here; they will continue. B 
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CONSCIENCE 
EQUALITY 


BY THOMAS EHNERT 


A part of me feels sorry for Josh Duggar and Kim Davis. Let me explain. 

Josh Duggar is the oldest of the famous 19 kids of the TLC chan- 
nel’s reality show 19 Kids and Counting. He has admitted to molesting a 
number of his sisters when he was a teenager. Recently it was revealed 
that he also had extra-marital affairs. He was raised to believe that sex is 
for a husband and wife only, and that all other sex is evil. He was not al- 
lowed to explore his sexuality in an open, healthy way by going to school 
and having girlfriends, let alone sexual partners. Instead he was home- 
schooled. He and his fiancée couldn’t even kiss until they were married. 
Then he became the poster child for religious family values. The whole 
situation was ripe for disaster. 

Now Josh is in religious sexual addiction rehab. Guess what he’s be- 
ing taught? Is he being taught that his behavior can be, at least in part, 
attributed to his beliefs, and if those beliefs aren’t working for him (they 
clearly aren’t), he can change those beliefs? Is he learning to accept his 
heterosexuality and express it in healthy ways? No. He is being taught 
that the “cure” for his sexual “sin” is more of what has already failed him: 
more prayer and Bible-reading, more binding of his conscience more 
tightly. In other words, more of his problem will be his solution. 

A part of me also feels sorry for Kim Davis. She’s the county clerk in 
Kentucky who feels it would violate her conscience if she were to issue 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples. I understand that by bringing 
up her past (marriages, infidelities), some are trying to point out the 
inconsistencies between what she says and what she has done. Still that 
makes me a bit uncomfortable. By attacking her for her behavior, aren’t 
we actually sinking to the same level of the Religious Right? Aren’t we 
shaming her by the same biblical standard, by which she is judging us as 
GLBT people? “Eye for eye and tooth for tooth,” as Tevye said, leaves us 
all blind and toothless. 

Why does she feel the way she feels? Did she, through knowing people 
who identify as GLBT, observe rationally that these fellow human beings 
are incapable of love? No. Kim Davis has the same problem Josh Dug- 
gar has. Her problem is that religious indoctrinators shamed her over her 
past, in order to make her find relief in their gospel. The vehemence with 
which she condemns same-sex marriage is the vehemence with which 
her conscience condemns herself. I can’t help but feel she is being used 
by political leaders as a martyr for their pseudo-religious cause... for their 
political control. She is also being used by religious leaders as a martyr for 
their pseudo-political cause... to further their religious control. 
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A part of me feels sorry for both Josh Duggar and Kim Davis. Both 
are victims of spiritual, emotional, and verbal abuse perpetrated by 
trusted religious leaders — in Josh’s case, his parents, and in Kim’s 
case, her minister. Both are victims of a worldview that has a low 
view not only of human sexuality, but a low view of human rational- 
ity — forbidding people to make rational decisions for themselves 
without coercion. Instead of attacking the victims of the institution, 
perhaps our energy might be better spent looking at the institutions, 
both political and religious, that are indoctrinating the victims and 
using them to advance institutional causes. 

This is precisely where our GLBT worldview has so much to offer 
society. Because we historically were thrown out of so-called “Judeo- 
Christian” cultural norms, we established our own norms, based on 
reason and natural human needs. In other words, up until now, we en- 
joyed complete freedom of conscience when it came to how we wanted 
to “do” relationships. Our relationships do not conform to the heterosex- 
ist version of what relationships “should be.” Our relationships are not 
dominated by gender-role expectations. Our relationships have not been 
coerced by family pressure to marry or have children. We have not been 
bound in any not-so-holy “wed-lock.” We only had free choices based, at 
least ideally, on mutual respect and love. We have family values. It’s just 
that our values were never imposed on us. They were developed freely, 
by our own consciences. 

Imagine a world where all couples, GLBT or straight, could decide 
together how they want to live their sexual happiness. Imagine a world 
where teenagers, GLBT or straight, could explore their sexuality in a 
healthy way, without fear or a need for shameful cover-ups. Imagine a 
world where individuals are empowered to make sexual choices that 
make sense to them at the point they are at in their own lives, with the 
freedom to change direction when what they are doing isn’t working for 
them anymore? 

I hope Josh and Kim find that freedom of conscience. The freer 
everyone’s conscience is, the less likely anyone is to impose their con- 
science on others. What we would then have is a society and relation- 
ships where people actually, simply, and rationally do unto others as 
people would want done unto them. That is conscience equality. While 
marriage equality will bring legal benefits to same-sex couples, GLBT 
family values would bring greater freedom to society’s understanding of 
marriage, gender roles, sexuality, and humanity. в 
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MAKING 
YOURSELE 
MARRIAGE 
MATERIAL 


BY BRIGITTE JAEGER, ELITE MATCHMAKER 


Being marriage material; what does this mean, exactly? Does it mean Most importantly, being marriage material isn’t about being perfect, 
you are an ideal example of someone who will thrive in a strong and lasting rather it is about knowing yourself, approaching your relationships humbly 
relationship? Or does it just mean you are over the casual dating scene and апа possessing a willingness to fully commit your life to another person. 
ready to settle down with something more serious? No one is perfect, so Anyone serious about marriage will want to seek out a partner who is mar- 
what makes certain candidates marriage material over others? riage material; however, making oneself marriage material for your future part- 
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ner is equally important. Marriage is a give-and-take relationship, as any healthy 
relationship will often require you to put someone else before yourself. 

Preparing yourself for marriage can be overwhelming! How do you know 
when you are ready to move forward with such a commitment? To simplify, 
we are highlighting the top five characteristics we encourage you to strive for 
when pursuing marriage and gaining confidence in your relationship journey. 

First, being marriage material is knowing who you are. You know what 
you want in life and where you want to go. You are confident and happy on 
your own. Your partner is a great addition to that happiness but you aren’t 
fully dependent on your partner for your happiness. 

Second, the idea of commitment does not scare you. You are confident 
in being faithful and committing to one person. If you have any non-negotia- 
bles, you are able to identify and define them. You truly want to be with your 
partner — you don’t doubt that you need more time, space, and growing 
before you make a commitment to marriage. Not only do you have faith in 
the relationship, but you are also able to discuss the future and picture life 
with your partner. 

Third, you understand that there is no perfect person. You go into mar- 
riage with realistic expectations. This includes appreciating, respecting, and 
accepting your partner for who they are, rather than trying to change them. 
You are willing to support your partner’s dreams, and also share similar 
desires for the future, allowing you to build your lives together. 

Fourth, knowing how to deal with conflict in the right way. You can take 
responsibility for your own actions; taking bad experiences or disagree- 
ments and turning them into growth. You keep things in perspective. There 
will be bad days, but there will also be great days. It’s important to forgive 
and move forward, rather than getting stuck in the past. You are willing to 
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admit when you are wrong and move forward. You are also willing to forgive 
your partner when they are wrong and move forward. 

Fifth, you trust your partner. You are independent and can spend time 
apart, whether that’s going out with friends, traveling, etc. However, at the 
end of the day, you make the effort to spend quality time together. You do 
this regularly and value the time you have together. Although it’s important 
to have a life outside of the relationship, some dependency can be a good 
thing — it’s all about balance. 

With all of these points in perspective, everyone has different criteria 
when searching for a partner; different characteristics they are drawn to. 
Although there are standard ingredients to building a healthy and happy 
marriage, it’s not about a standardized one-size-fits-all formula. Finding the 
right person for you is one thing; thriving in a successful relationship, and 
ultimately marriage, is much more. It’s about finding someone who is willing 
to commit, but also committing to putting in the time and effort to make that 
marriage succeed and last through the difficult times. It’s not about pretend- 
ing to be perfect or molding oneself into an ideal candidate for marriage. 
Marriage material does not mean you earn a certain income, or look a cer- 
tain way. Instead, it’s about knowing yourself, committing to building a life 
with someone else, working with them when times are hard, and having a 
willingness to put that individual before yourself. Above all, it means you are 
willing to love selflessly and invest yourself to be part of something more! 


Elite Private Search is a specialized matchmaking firm that represents men 
searching for their perfect match. Matchmaking is very personalized and 
confidential — great care goes into every match made. Read more at www. 
gayelitedates.com. 
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: Your wedding photos are the lasting impression of what that day was like and  : 
; you only have one shot. Hiring a true professional — or two — can capture the 
; multitude of moments.. Photos by Tandem Tree Photography 


Getting engaged is one of the most exciting times in a person's life, and 
wedding planning at times can be extremely fun and other times completely 
exhausting. There are some things that you need to know when you start 
planning in order to make sure your day is as perfect as you imagine. Be- 
ing in the wedding industry as a photographer, and as a lesbian who has 
recently been married, I have seen all aspects of what it takes to plan a queer 
wedding, and what it takes to photograph one as well. Here are some tips for 
you and your partner as you plan: 


1. CHOOSE THE RIGHT VENDORS 

Choosing your vendors is an obvious start, but an important one as well. 
With queer weddings being a recent shift in the wedding industry a lot of 
vendors are still working out their business layout to fit our needs. Find- 
ing vendors that support queer weddings will make you feel comfortable 
working with them throughout your planning process. If it is important to 


you and your partner, be sure to address proper titles and pronouns to use 
with your vendor. Do you both prefer “groom,” “bride,” “partner?” Also think 
about the members of the wedding party, "Bridesmaids?" “Groomsmen?” 
"Bridesmen?" or simply “Wedding Party." My wife and I experienced a little 
trouble with this with one of our vendors who kept addressing members of 
our wedding party who were wearing suits as “groomsmen” when clearly 
there was no groom and one of those members was female. These types of 
situations can be uncomfortable to confront as it is disrespectful for you and 
your partner's needs. Just be sure your vendors are aware, and practice your 
preferred titles and pronouns. 


2. HIRE A TRUE PROFESSIONAL 


As tempting as it may be to hire a friend or relative who does photography 
on the side, and as affordable as it would be to hire them, one of the top re- 
grets that most couples have is not allowing more in their wedding budget to 
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hire a professional photographer. Your wedding photos are the lasting impres- 
sion of what that day was like and you only have one shot. This might be the 
last time all of your family and greatest friends are going to be all together, and 
you want to make sure that is captured in the best way possible. I recommend 
choosing a photographer that offers a second shooter for your wedding day. 
Most photographers will offer a second shooter in their packages. Your wed- 
ding day will fly by, and many important moments will be happening. Though 
it may be a little extra on your budget you will be pleased by having that extra 
coverage of what one photographer can’t do on their own. 


3. THOROUGHLY INSPECT YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER'S WORK 

Asking to view a complete wedding from your photographer’s previous 
work is a smart way to assure you hire the right person. This will give you an 
idea of what coverage your wedding photographer is getting and delivering 
to their clients. Make sure they meet the look and aesthetic you are expect- 
ing with your photos and your wedding as a whole. An extra tip: Pay atten- 
tion to the way they use light and handle indoor settings, which can show 
their strengths and weaknesses. 


4. BE COMFORTABLE 

Your photographer is going to be with you throughout all aspects of 
the day, you must be able to let your guard down in front of the camera 
and being comfortable with your photographer is the only way to achieve 
that. It’s helpful to have your engagement session with your potential 
photographer to see if you will feel comfortable around them. If they 
made you feel comfortable it is likely they will make your guests feel 
comfortable as well. 
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Inspecting your prospective photographer's work can be telling, particularly 
how they handle light and indoor shots. Photo by Melissa Hesse 


If you feel comfortable around your photographer, there’s a 
good chance your guests will, too. Photo by Melissa Hesse 
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5. CAREFULLY STRUCTURE YOUR TIMELINE 

Have a consultation with your wedding photographer to go over the 
timeline of your wedding day. Make sure it is realistic to the amount 
of hours in the package you get from your photographer. The flow of 
your wedding photos shouldn’t feel rushed. Give your photographer 
enough time to photograph your wedding party, family, and most im- 
portantly you and your partner. 


6. HAVE A DETAILED SHOT LIST 


Family formals can be chaotic when you are gathering large groups 
so having a list of the important members of your family is helpful for 
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Be thoughtful in planning your timeline with your photographer so the day — i 
and the photos — aren't rushed, but are realistic. Photo by Melissa Hesse | 
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your photographer to reference. If you have any specialty photos that 
are important to you as a couple they should be listed out for your pho- 
tographer. You don't want to regret not having important items or mo- 
ments not photographed. 


7. ADDRESS NON-SUPPORTIVE GUEST(S) 

Some couples may find the need to invite a non-supportive family 
member(s), which can be difficult to work with on your wedding day. If 
there is a need to include them in your wedding photos, be sure to com- 
municate that with your photographer and any other vendors that might 
need to handle the situation gracefully. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 


Ег —— _ 


LAVENDER'S 


‘FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


M 


ALA FUSION 
2841 Hennepin Ave. е Minneapolis 


PRESENTED BY: 


Boe ELITE 


PRIVATE SEARCH 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, The Aliveness Project, 


Prime Timers MSP, Reclaim!, Mixed Blood Theatre, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, One Voice, 


North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC, HCMC's LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group 


O grate Weddin 0] 


> RJ KRAMER | 
npc 3NS 


FLORAL *-ATMOSPHERE *ESSENCE E 


| 651-227-7091 


www.rjkramer. 
Extraordinar rals Since 1993 


f 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 29 


E aN \ ] 


8. MAKE YOUR OWN TRADITIONS 


The wedding industry has been trained to meet heteronormative 
roles and standards. This may mean that many photographers, even sub- 
consciously, might assign roles on who appears to be more masculine or 
more feminine, especially when they are posing you for photographs. If this 
problem arises for you, feel free to position yourselves in a way that best 
represents the dynamics of your relationship rather than more traditional 
practices. As we see queer weddings become more prominent, traditions are 
changing and it is a beautiful opportunity to start your own. You are given 
an empty canvas to create a wedding that will be meaningful to you and your 
partner. Be sure to integrate your own traditions that are meaningful to you 
as a couple. What are your hobbies, where did you meet, what brings you 
two together? These questions can spark ideas on how to express your love 
story through your wedding photos. 

We are living in a very exciting time where we all recently earned the 
right to get married throughout the entire country. We are seeing many 


SMOKING 
IN THIS CAR. 


FORBIDDEN - 
BY LAW 


ЗО | LAVENBER | OCTOBER 1 


WY Traditions are changing and it's time to make your own. 
мі NI s i Photo by Melissa Hesse 


couples, young and old, getting engaged and planning the day they've been 
dreaming about and weren’t certain would ever come. This, of course, 
comes with many advantages and some disadvantages that will slowly fade 
away. Soon all “gay weddings” will just be considered weddings. Soon not 
only brides will be getting all the attention, but each partner will have an 
equal voice and focus for the monumental celebration. I’m thrilled to be liv- 
ing and working in a time that I am able to focus my work around the rights 
we have gained. It’s such a joy to capture the unique bliss of every couple 
and is especially potent with the equality we all can share which has brought 
a new feel and energy to all weddings, straight, gay, or queer. Love is love, 
and I cannot wait to document as many relationships as I possibly can. 


Melissa Hesse is photographer for Rivets and Roses, a Minneapolis-based 
wedding photography studio. For more information, go to www.rivetsandroses. 


com. 


зм THIS CAR 


FORBIDDEN 
“BY LAW 


ITE a". 


т M. 


Don’ 
Miss 
Out! 


Make sure your business 
or organization is part of 
Lavender’s 2016 
Yellow Pages & 
Wedding Resource Guide! 


Call 612-436-4660 to speak 
to a sales executive and 
reserve your space today. 


Deadline: December 4 


YOUR FLORAL DESIGN SPECIALISTS! 


* SPECIAL EVENTS 
* WEDDINGS 

* FUNERALS 

* DELIVERIES 


P. 763.593.1777 
TOLL FREE 888.893,79: 
WWW.BWFLORAL.COM 
INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 


WIRE SERVICE AVAILAB 


i 


A є 
‚зы 
m EE a: = 


, 
DAMICO 
CATERING 
"Best Venue" “Best Caterer” 
MINNESOTA BRIDE MINNESOTA MEETINGS AND EVENTS 


OUR VENUES 


\ 


БРИ хайа ы 
а Е „ш 


“Best Caterer” 
MINNESOTA BRIDE 


Calhoun Beach Club, International Market Square, 


Mill City Museum, Minneapolis Institute of Arts, McNamara Alumni Center, 


Metropolitan Ballroom and Clubroom, Pique Travel, The Museum of Russian Art 
Walker Art Center 


photography by noah wolf 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 31 


“з f FOOD & DINING | 


BACHELOR AND 
BACHELORETTE PARTIES: 


COCKTAIL ROOMS 


BY JOY SUMMERS / PHOTOS BY JOY SUMMERS 


Congratulations! You’re engaged. There are a million details that need 
nailing down, but first and foremost, it’s time to plan the bachelor/ette party. 
How often does one get to attend a pre-party for a party? Grab your bes- 
tie and subtly hand over this article — or read it together. Hi, bestie! Your 
dear betrothed friend with the most sophisticated of tastes has a suggestion 
for the pre-party for the party. This is, after all, the occasion to thank your 
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closest pals for being the best stone-cold weirdos a soul could surround it- 
self with. What better way to celebrate than by buying those friends a drink? 
Or several? Go straight to the source by planning your fantastic féte at one 
of the newest places to drink a hyper-local cocktail. Several new, local dis- 
tilleries have added cocktail rooms to their facilities and those rooms are 


available for private parties. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 34 


Through October 31 
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The cocktail room I’m most enamored with at the moment is inside Tat- 
tersall Distilling. Tattersall is the work of Dan Oskey and Jon Kreidler. Os- 
key is a long-time friend. I met him when he was working the bar at the 
spanking new Strip Club Meat and Fish. We bonded as he poured me the 
first gin and tonic I ever truly enjoyed and chattered on and on about how 
easy it is to make bitters (perhaps for him), tonics (yeah, right) sodas (got 
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Oskey became widely 
regarded as one of the best 


bartenders in town. 


me there), and fantastic cocktails. Oskey became widely regarded as one 
of the best bartenders in town. He worked with Joia Soda, launched Easy 
& Oskey bitters kits with his buddy Erik Eastman, and tended bar at Hola 
Arepa before diving into crafting these incredible spirits. 

He partnered with Kreidler, who brings with him years of business ex- 
pertise (and an MBA) along with a discerning palate. This power duo pulled 
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Haskell’s can help with your wedding receptions, bridal showers, holiday 
parties or any occasion where wine, beer and spirits will be served. 


< Haskell’s 


Saint Paul е Minneapolis € Stillwater e White Bear Lake e Woodbury € Bloomington 
Chanhassen € Excelsior е Faribault e Maple Grove € Minnetonka е Plymouth 


haskells.com 
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Vikre Distillery 


in Duluth has 
some of the best 
drinking water 
in the state. 


together a crew of ridiculously talented souls and they’re churning out a 
spirit line to make your head spin. The selection kicked off with an artfully 
balanced gin, a gorgeously herbaceous aquavit, and a super-smooth vodka. 
Now there’s bourbon, aged gin, cherry and orange liqueurs, orange and 
grapefruit cremas, and they’re even working on an absinthe! 

All the liquors are mixed into astounding cocktails, sincerely some of 
the best in the Twin Cities, inside the cocktail room. The expansive ware- 
house space is a bit tricky to locate. One has to drive down Central Avenue 
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in Northeast and drive around the back of the big, white building, through а 
half-finished parking lot, and toward the brightly colored awning. 

In the warmer months, the patio is a gorgeous place to enjoy a drink, 
a cigar, and a meal from one of the food trucks that pull up to the back. 
Inside the room is a stunning mix of masculine and old world charm. A 
grand chandelier lights the gothic bar. 

Manning that bar are highly experienced cocktail shakers. Not only are 
they crazy talented with the ways of the stir spoon, but they are also ex- 
ceptionally hospitable. The cocktail list is reasonably priced and filled with 
delicious options. (Trust me, I’ve drunk my way through the entire list. You 
know... for research. Because I am a professional. You’re welcome.) 

Private parties are able to book the entire cocktail room on days the 
space is closed, or reserve sections of the expansive space with advanced 
notice. Tours of the distillery are also available — and wouldn't a few bottles 
make an excellent gift for the wedding party? Much more useful than a pair 
of earrings or cufflinks. 

Tattersall isn’t the only cocktail room in the area. Here are a few more 
options to consider. 

Du Nord, the first cocktail room in Minneapolis at a local distillery, 
serves Du Nord's pristine Fitzerald gin and the L'etoile vodka in handcrafted 
cocktails six days a week. Reservations are required for small groups and 
they do book the room for special events. Like all the distilleries, there is no 
food on site, but Gandhi Mahal delivers. Bollywood-inspired dance numbers 
are optional (until you hit that third martini). 

Vikre Distillery in Duluth has some of the best drinking water in the 
state. That water is put to good use in the range of spirits being made at 
Vikre. Anyone who thinks they don’t enjoy gin needs to take a little taste 
tour of the varieties these crafty folks are creating. From spruce to cedar to 
juniper, the nuanced flavors ring beautifully throughout these spirits. They 
also have aquavit and vodka to sample. Whiskey varieties are on the way. 
The cocktail room is right by the glorious Lake Superior and open Monday 
through Saturday. 

While most new distilleries first released vodka and gins, Loon Liquors 
went right out there with a white whiskey with an intriguing flavor. I’ve been 
subject to several shots of liquor that were more white lightning than, well, 
something I actually wanted to drink, but these guys created a truly unique 
and enjoyable bit of booze. The cocktail room just opened in this Northfield 
distillery and operates Thursday through Saturday. 


LINKS: 
www.tattersalldistilling.com 
www.dunordcraftspirits.com 
www.vikredistillery.com 
www.loonliquors.com 
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The year was 2010. Gustavus Adolphus College was cel- 
ebrating its annual Coming Out Week festivities in October, 
including an event called Queer We Are, which is a safe 
place to share coming out stories or to come out as an ally 
of the GLBT community. Lindsay, now a senior, had been 
attending each year and enjoyed the stories and company 
of good friends. In 2010, everything changed. There was 
one story and one young lady’s company that she enjoyed 
a bit more than others. 

After Lindsay had gone up on stage and told her coming 
out story (it took her three years to muster up the courage to 
do so) this cute, blonde girl with dreadlocks approaches the 
stage. As it turns out, she’s a freshman. Immediately, Lindsay 
is impressed with such bravery and valor. Once she learns 
dreads girl’s name, she turns to her best friend: technology. 

Now, this is the part of the story where Lindsay admit- 
tedly toes the line of stalker-hood. Through Gustavus’s on- 
line directory (the Gribly), Lindsay does an advanced search 
for freshmen named Hannah. Bam. There she is, dreads girl. 
Lindsay memorizes Hannah’s last name, and moves forward 
to adding her on Facebook. Keep in mind, this is all happen- 
ing while Hannah is still on stage telling her story. 

Later that evening, Hannah accepted Lindsay’s friend 
request and Lindsay turns on her best cyber-flirting. She 
pretends to be super active in the Q&A (Gustavus’ GLBT 
group on campus) so it wouldn’t look as if she was stalking 
her to the next evening’s event, the BBQ&A. 

At the barbecue, Lindsay and Hannah exchange a 
plethora of stolen glances and subtle smiles, but not a sin- 
gle word. Hannay chides, “Lindsay has no game, unless it’s 
through an electronic screen apparently.” 

Through more Facebook interactions, Lindsay gives 
Hannah her phone number, leaving the ball effectively 
in Hannah’s court. “Obviously, I couldn’t resist Lindsay’s 
talents of technology, her cunning wit, or her dire good 
looks,” Hannah says. “So our first official hangout was es- 
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“We kept ihe dresses a secret, and 
had a ‘first look’ on the day of” 


Hannah says. 
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tablished through text message and Lindsay was stoked to have a date to 
the drag show the following evening.” 

Hannah showed up at the drag show with her friends, but soon left their 
sides and found herself next to Lindsay’s. They finally talked in person, and 
they haven't stopped talking since. 

“Man, that girl has confidence!" Lindsay reflects on the first time she saw 
Hannah. “It first struck me when she went on stage as a freshman and told 
her coming out story, and then the first time we hung out at the drag show, 
she left her friends to hang out with me instead. Now, you may not believe 
it, but I am typically a shy person, especially when it comes to talking to the 
ladies. I was in awe of her." 

October has effectively become a special month for Lindsay and Han- 
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nah: when they met, first date, official dating anniversary, and many more 
memories. Three years later, Hannah is the senior attending Queer We Are. 
Unbeknownst to Hannah, Lindsay met up with their good friends, Molly and 
Anne, for a “calming of the nerves" beverage before the event that night. 

During this “calming of the nerves" ritual, Lindsay gave a small little box 
for Molly to hold onto until later that night when they were due to meet up 
with them again (they also planned on going to Queer We Are). 

Once at Queer We Are, Molly slipped the small little box to Lindsay un- 
der the table. Lindsay then walked up onto the stage, and told the story of 
how she and Hannah met at the exact event three years prior. 

*We had agreed that neither of us really planned on going on stage," 
Hannah says. "Except Lindsay was just throwing me off. Next thing I know, 
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Lindsay is on stage and my heart is melting. She is telling our story of how 
we met and then telling the entire audience that she intends to make me her 
future, asks me to come up on stage with her, and proposes.” 

But Hannah knew that October was a special month for them, and she, 
too, carried Lindsay’s ring with her. This way, when Lindsay popped the 
question, she could pop it right back... which she did on stage. 

“We had picked out rings already, which turned out to be about three 
months before the proposal; we knew payments were being made on the 
rings,” Hannah says. “I knew Lindsay wanted to be the one to propose.” 

There were a few different ideas Hannah had as to when Lindsay may 
propose, but made certain to have her ring by the end of September, just 
in case. “I had been convinced she didn’t have the ring on her, so my shock 
showed through all of my many tears as I said yes,” Hannah says. “Hesi- 
tantly in front of this crowd, I then grab my purse, take out her ring, and ‘pop 
the question’ right back to her.” 

When the shock and awe dissipated and the tears dried up, the couple be- 
gan planning their wedding. There were a few things they knew they wanted 
right away: River Rock Coffee for desserts as it’s a local favorite, and Smart- 
Sounds DJ as it’s owned by a good friend. As for other vendors, the couple did 
a lot of online searching, knowing they wanted gay-friendly businesses. 

They stumbled on photographer Heidi Garrido’s website and, after a 
perfect first impression, the couple became a little less stressed. “We didn’t 
tell the caterer or florists that we were a gay couple, as their services didn’t 
directly involve us interacting together much,” Hannah says. “But, when it 
came to videographer, we did ask if he had any issues with filming a lesbian 
wedding and Eric Olsen pretty much said no way, and hoped we hadn’t en- 
countered any issues thus far. We knew then that he was our guy!” 

When it came to styling the wedding, the two brides radiated against 
their Edgewood Farm venue backdrop. “We definitely wanted to reflect the 
rustic look and feel of the venue,” Lindsay says. “Hannah is slightly more 
traditional with decoration so that influenced the vast amount of flowers we 
had. We wanted fresh, green, leafy additions to our flowers to go with the 
rustic nature of the venue.” 

Lindsay’s passion for DIY lended itself to a rustic feel, which showed 
through in most of the table and other venue decorations. 

For the ceremony, Lindsay’s less traditional, more personal preferences 
allowed her to piece together a very casual, funny, non-religious ceremony 
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script and she even took pictures of the crowd in the middle of the ceremony. 

“We had our dog, a golden retriever named Penny, run the rings down to 
us also in the middle of the ceremony,” Lindsay says. “We balanced the non- 
traditional with traditional entities such as us both wearing white dresses 
and all six bridesmaids (we each had three) wore matching dresses. We 
exchanged rings, but instead of getting new bands or adding to our engage- 
ment rings, we kept the same rings from the engagement and decided to 
forego the additional wedding band on the left hand.” 

To help create a unified look between the brides, both dresses came 
from The Wedding Shoppe. Hannah went shopping first, and when Lind- 
say went shopping, she made sure that the staff knew which dress Hannah 
had chosen, and the helpful employees ensured no dresses were pulled that 
could clash, or too closely resemble Hannah’s dress. 

“We kept the dresses a secret, and had a ‘first look’ on the day of,” Han- 
nah says. 

Both brides were walked down the aisle by a parent. Lindsay with her 
mom, and then Hannah with her dad. Lindsay says, “Since Hannah is more 
traditional, it was easy to decide that I would walk down first and wait for her 
as she approached the altar.” 

From the Queer We Are stage to the Edgewood Farm altar, Hannah and 
Lindsay said their vows in front of nearly 175 guests — that’s 175 people to 
bear witness to this love story for the ages. 


RESOURCES 

Photography: HM Photography 

Videography: Olsen Media 

Florist: Budding Creations 

Dresses (Bridal and Bridesmaids): The Wedding Shoppe 
Jewelry: Shane Co. 

Hannah's Наігріесе: The Wedding Shoppe 
Invitations/Stationery: Lindsay 

Linens: Inspire Bridal Boutique 

Cake/Desserts: River Rock Coffee 

Lindsay’s Hair/Makeup: Raydiance Salon 
Hannah’s Hair: Hairitage Salon 

Hannah’s Makeup: Chelsea Jeanson-Ham, friend 
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BY SHANE LUECK | PHOTOGRAPHY BY STUDIO LAGUNA 
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There’s an old adage that you are likely to find the love 
of your life where you spend a lot of time. And that only 
makes sense. For many Americans, this means in the work- 
place as work hours continue to grow. 

For Jason Moore and Craig Ashby, the workplace was 
the setting for their 2003 meeting as they were both work- 
ing for Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota at the time. 
Following a successful lunch date at Chipotle, Craig invited 
Jason over that night to watch “Must See TV” Thursday: 
Friends and Will and Grace. 

“He was wearing a suit; he looked good and seemed 
smart,” Jason says of his first impression. “I liked his busi- 
ness acumen and it seemed like he was going places. But 
Craig is mild-mannered and not someone who shares much 
right away, so I had to work for it, which is intriguing. I’m 
always up for a challenge.” 

Craig immediately noticed how outgoing Jason was, the 
opposite of himself. “And so charming — he lights up a 
room with his personality,” Craig says. “I found him smart, 
cute, sincere, a very thoughtful and kind person, and very 
principled. The Jason I met that first day is the same person 
I know today — he is very upfront and unwavering in his 
values and what is important to him.” 

Since that first day, the two became fairly inseparable 
right away. Ten years later, in August of 2013, the two were 
invited on a Lake Minnetonka excursion that one of Jason’s 
employees had won through a silent auction at work, or at 
least that was the story that Jason told Craig. 

A senior leader at Blue Cross was the owner of the boat. 
On the way to the lake, Jason’s plan began to unfold with a 
timed phone call from the “winner” of the excursion that no 
one else could make the trip for various reasons. 

"At that point we were just close enough to the lake that 
we couldn't turn away," Craig says. "The host and hostess 
of the excursion were all in on it, and very good actors, 
following Jason's script that they should insist on going 
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“For clothing, we wanted to look 
like we went together without 
wearing the exact same thing,” 
Craig says. ~ 
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through with the excursion, even though everyone else dropped out.” 

An hour into the trip, it was suggested that Jason and Craig go out onto 
the bow. Suddenly, Jason got down on one knee, and that was when Craig 
realized this was an elaborate plan, involving several people, created solely 
for the purpose of a surprise proposal. 

Of course, it isn’t long before the engagement bliss turns into planning 
the wedding. First on Jason and Craig’s list was securing a wedding planner, 
Julie Lyford of Fabulous Functions. “We looked for someone with LGBT 
experience and someone who could help us line up LGBT-friendly vendors,” 
Craig says. “We didn’t want to have to guess as to whether vendors really 
wanted to work with us.” 

From there, their planner helped the couple find everyone else to help 
make the day special: officiant, florist, etc. To add a personal touch, Jason 
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has contacts in the theater community and found the musicians and the vo- 
cal talent for the ceremony. 

For the look and feel of the ceremony, there were more agreements than 
not as the two have similar styles and tastes. Jason and Craig began with a 
general idea of a color scheme they wanted before meeting with a graphic 
designer who refined their idea and developed the invitation. The couple 
then carried those colors and style throughout the rest of the wedding, from 
the flowers to the thank you cards. 

"For clothing, we wanted to look like we went together without wearing 
the exact same thing," Craig says. "So we opted for similar but different 
custom black suits, and complementary ties. Our socks were unique to our 
specific interests." Craig's were television-inspired (he's an amateur TV his- 
torian) and Jason's were inspired by the keys on a piano (his undergrad was 
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a double major in music and communications). 

Aside from expressing themselves through hosiery, the couple chose 
Broadway music to become a central part of the day. 

“We essentially put together a concert for the ceremony, with 15 songs 
and four singers (including Jason), split into three parts: Evolution of Love, 
Equality of Love, and Lifetime of Love,” Craig says. The couple also worked 
with the officiant to plan the spoken words and connecting threads between 
the songs, as well as the vows. 

“We wanted to put together something that we would enjoy,” Jason says. 
“But also to celebrate, recognize, and honor the support we have from our 
friends and family, and to make it a day for all of us to have fun and celebrate.” 

When all the planning was done, Jason and Craig hosted 150 guests at the 
Calhoun Beach Club. “We wanted something elegant, beautiful, and striking, 
with character,” Craig says. “A big draw was the staircase in the room where 
we had the ceremony (this is how we entered and exited the ceremony) and 
the separate adjoining space for the reception, looking out on Lake Calhoun. 

With the wedding behind them, the two have their entire future together 
to look forward to, which includes traveling and spending time with family 
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(especially their niece and nephew, who acted as flower girl and ring bearer 
at the wedding). Craig also says the future holds “more home improvement 
projects, more trips to New York to see theater, and we hope to get an over- 
seas trip in next year.” 


RESOURCES 

Wedding Planner: Julie Lyford, Fabulous Functions 
Photography: Studio Laguna 

Florist: Alice-Lynne Olson 

Suits: Custom by Tom James 

Shoes, Ties, Pocket Squares: Macy's 

Rings: Scheherazade Jewelers 
Invitations/Stationery: Paper Thick Ink 
Lighting: AV for You 

Officiant: Affordable | Do’s & Perfect Day Ceremonies 
Makeup Stylist: Sarah Elizabeth Artistry 
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Neon lights on Broadway at night in Nas 
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Whatever is in the drinking water, I want some: Nashville is on 
fire. People are moving in to the tune (sorry!) of 94 per day — cre- 
ative spirits, not accountants. Once-gritty neighborhoods are mor- 
phing into hot spots at the speed of light, and the once-moribund 
downtown shimmies with a reborn vibe. A small town with a big 
attitude, they all tell me. 

Blame it on the music. “If you’re a songwriter, this is the only 
place to be,” declares Kentucky farmboy-turned-album-idol Jeremy 
Spillman. When people talk of “the industry,” it’s the one involving 
guitars and microphones. 

Putting its money where its vocal cords are, Nashville’s music in- 
stitutions have undergone massive expansions, filling new spaces with 
interactive features that make them even more engaging, starting with 
the Rymer — originally a church, converted to an auditorium. Today 
it’s the Mother Church of Country music, where the Grand Ole Opry 
got its start. If its ghosts could talk, you’d hear the voices of Patsy 
Cline, Bruce Springsteen, and James Brown among the choir. 

Close by on Music Mile, the Country Hall of Fame also grew in 
order to showcase exhibits like the story of Sun Records’ Sam Phil- 
lips, the white guy first credited with understanding black R&B and 
first to record Elvis. Memorabilia, film clips, and recordings trace 
the history of Country — “always about real people, real lives” — 
from rough roadhouses to the stages of the present. Another dis- 
play pays homage to the historic, and then-controversial, entrance 
of Bob Dylan to the country scene with Johnny Cash. Declared 
Dylan, “Johnny is your North Star; you guide your ship by him.” 
And with that endorsement, America came on down. 

And they heard, “Hello, my name is Johnny Cash.” A new mu- 
seum dedicated to the Man in Black celebrates his life and songs, 
decade by decade from the ’50s on. In April, a similar museum 
opened to honor George Jones, the man in the “storybook mar- 
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riage” (well, for a while) to Tammy Wynette who later slipped from 
bad to worse. The rumor on the street is that in 2016 they'll film the 
story, “No-Show Jones,” with Brad Pitt and Sandra Bullock. 

Facing the Music City Walk of Fame waits a bus to truck fans to 
КСА hallowed Studio B, where, declares Brenda, our guide, “you'll 
step inside the most important recording studio in the world" — 
think Charley Pride, Hank Snow, Willie Nelson, and, of course, Elvis. 
That Steinway? The one he played at 3 a.m. recordings. 

The next Elvis or Patsy? Listen up in the clubs lining The District 
for the next superstars at jam-packed venues like Tootsie’s Orchid 
Lounge (three floors of live music “from morning till...the next morn- 
ing.”) Same crush at Roberts’ Western Wear: boots cum country. 


ART FOR THE EYES 

The vibe from the musical talent lures visual artists, too, armed 
with brushes, cameras, and, like Alan McQuire, a sculptor’s chisel. 
He’s the creator of the supersized Athena holding pride of place 
in The Parthenon, a temple to the arts constructed for the city’s 
100th birthday in 1896 to underscore Nashville’s claim to culture 
as “the Athens of the South.” In McQuire’s studio, where he’s cur- 
rently creating a sculpture honoring women’s suffrage, he chats 
about the surge of “Nashville’s vibrant arts scene” — a flame he 
fans by offering weekly open-studio nights, a come-one, come-all 
chance to sculpt from live models. 

McQuire is also represented at Haynes, a primo West End gal- 
lery claiming Contemporary American Realism as its focus. From 
there, it's a short stroll to downtown's beauty queen, the Frist. The 
museum emerged in 2001 from an ultra-gorgeous WPA-era post 
office, whose classical facade leads to Art Deco eye candy within. 
It hosts traveling shows, such as the upcoming exhibition of Italian 
sports cars. “Hustle!” decrees Mancil, docent extraordinaire, as we 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 56 
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St. Louis Park 
is just minutes 
from Downtown 
and Uptown 


There و‎ a ed just Minneapolis! 
for you in St. Тоша Park. 


Discover 
St. Louis Park has a long history of welcoming diversity. Just like our St. Louis Park 


community, our private event facilities are just as unique. We have the space à 
minnesota 


for your wedding, rehearsal dinner and bachelor or bachelorette party. 
ү s : Comfortably Close. 
We can also help you with hotel room blocks whether your event is held in 
St. Louis Park or nearby. Great hotels, hip restaurants and unique spaces www.discoverstlouispark.com 
welcome you and your guests with open arms. Contact us for complimentary info@discoverstlouispark.com 


event assistance and for a free St. Louis Park event space guide. (952) 426-4047 "T (3 
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Backstage tour, Grand Ole Opry. Founder Chris Spears of Tennessee Brew Works. Photos by Сапа Waldemar 


“In my lifetime, Nashville’s gone 
from meat-and-three [sides] to 
chain restaurants to ‘imitation’ 
fare — French, Italian, fostered 
by our inferiority complex — to 

an explosion of creative food.” 


stand, open-jawed, gazing at the building’s lovely bones. 

Anchoring the nearby Fifth Avenue Arts District is The Art Company, 
founded to honor regional Tennessee artists 20 years ago “when downtown 
was boarded up,” reports its manager. “Now we have 20 galleries and a First 
Saturday Art Crawl.” Nearby, Rymer Gallery blows our mindsets with its 
show of animals created out of Crayolas. (Outside, a plaque reminds us that 
this was the site of Civil Rights sit-ins in the ’60s.) 

In 1994 the arts scene expanded to the Wedgewood Houston neigh- 
borhood when Zeitgeist Gallery opened in what now blooms as a cultural 
incubator. "We're the shock troops,” says its manager, intent on fostering 
“conversations coming out of artists’ studios” as well as hosting concerts 
by Nashville’s new breed of contemporary classical composers. Next door, 
David Lusk Gallery represents 30 mostly Tennessee artists in solo shows. 


ART ON THE PLATE 

Not long ago, the town’s creatives got fed up with boring eats. Vanguard 
chefs got the message and moved in. Today the food scene is national news. 
Says Randy Rayburn, owner of Midtown Café, “In my lifetime, Nashville’s 
gone from meat-and-three [sides] to chain restaurants to ‘imitation’ fare — 
French, Italian, fostered by our inferiority complex — to an explosion of 
creative food.” Sample his signature artichoke-lemon soup as proof. 

At Mason’s, in the Loews Vanderbilt Hotel, its out-there crab cake corn 
dog made it to The New York Times. Don’t miss the peach truck peach salad, 
the shrimp with antebellum grits and tasso ham. 

“Creative people want to be around other creative people,” they tell me 
at Capitol Grille, anchoring the grande-dame Hermitage Hotel. Here chef 
Tyler Brown reinvents Southern fare such as sweet onion bisque with brie 
grilled cheese croutons and bacon; hanger steak from the restaurant’s own 
farm, served with field pea ragout, turnip and celery mostarda; and an uber- 
Southern coconut cake. 

At Urban Grub, in the newly hot Twelve South 'hood, hipsters feast on 
pork fries with white barbecue sauce; kale salad with hot-chicken-fried an- 


Hattie B's Hot Chicken (a Nashville icon, and 
dangerously spicy). Photo by Carla Waldemar 
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chovy; and shrimp and grits. Don’t leave without the vanilla-bean donuts 
with bacon-toffee ice cream. 

The flat-out hardest rez to snag is for The Catbird Seat, the Southeast’s an- 
swer to The French Laundry. Diners at the 35 seats fencing the working kitchen 
walk away stunned but smiling from prix-fixe fare that includes beef tartare with 
snail eggs and begonias and, for dessert, ice-box pie ice cream sandwiched be- 
tween salad greens. Today it’s helmed by Dublin-born Trevor Moran, but it’s 
our own Erik Anderson (Sea Change) who put it on the map; he recently re- 
turned to Minneapolis to open Brut with fiancée/chef Jamie Malone. 

Can’t leave Nashville without baptism by its legendary hot chicken, done 
best at a dive called Hattie B’s. Join the line for the fowl crisp-crusted in 
fiery-to-fierier chili batter. When the guy in front of me ordered Damn Hot, 
the counterman furrowed his brow and with concern inquired, “Been here 
before?” For a tasty overview, join a Walk Eat Nashville food tour (www. 
WalkEatNashville.com). 

Something else is brewing, too. Chris Spears launched Tennessee Brew 
Works in 2013 to take his home-brewing passion to the ultimate level. Southern 
Wit, a Belgian-style white ale, is his best-seller, the Basil Ryema, a farmhouse ale 
with Thai basil, his most talked-about. Beer-cum-yoga Saturdays, too. Stay for 
the kitchen’s smorgasbord platter of cheese, charcuterie, and more. 

Green Briar Distillery, founded in 1870 by the Nelson family but shut- 
tered in Prohibition, was rediscovered by Nelson brothers Charley and Andy 
and revived to turn out sour mash Tennessee whiskey (tours and tastings). 
Different from bourbon, we ask? “Mellower and softer,” Charlie swears. 

To plan your own experience, click on www.visitmusiccity.com. And to 
check out the GLBT buckle in the Bible Belt — bars like Tribe, Play, Blue 
Genes, restaurants, gay-friendly hotels, and gyms, visit www.Nashville.gay- 
cities.com. 


Contact Alexis today at (218) 740.2013 


or aberke@glaquarium.org 


www.glaquarium.org/special-events DULUTH.com ^x 


FOR SALE 


Sale Price: $675,000 


LAVENDER Magazine Building - 
3715 Chicago Avenue South e Minneapolis, MN 55407-2610 


Amid century two level office building at the NE quadrant of Chicago Avenue South and East 38th Street. 


Rock solid and well maintained! Lots of onsite parking! 


Good central location in South Minneapolis on transportation corridors with easy access to: 
35W е Abbot Northwestern Medical Campus е Downtown Minneapolis е 38th Street light rail station е MSP airport 


Nicely positioned in a revitalizing neighborhood with many nearby amenities! 


Visit our Facebook page 
Big Gay Moose Softball Team 


For more information on this property, please contact 


GREG MALTBY MCRE 


612-922-0140 е gmalthy@mcremn.com MATE COMET IAL REALESTATE 
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BRENT & CHARLIE 
LOVE 


Photographer: Melissa Hesse, Rivets and Roses 
Wedding Date: August 1, 2015 
Dating Since: April of 2011 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Couple’s Home 
Florist: Kailey McKee 
Wedding Coordinator: Katherine Peterson, friend of 
the couple 
Cake: Michelle Gayer, The Salty Tart 
Invitations: DIY 
Hair: Natalie Hansen & Nikki Brown, HAUS Salon 
Makeup: Bryna Tally, HAUS Salon 


58 | LAVENDER | OCTOBER 15-28, 2015 


ahead of the curve on this one. 


Lavender Magazine 
Is time to hit the рабо! Have you heard of these 
spots? (oy J 


Lavender Magazine 
Find out where 
outdoor dining loge’ ? 


ARIA 


Photo courtesy of Clewell Photography www.ariampls.com 
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1900 LaSalle 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-2702 
thevandusenmansion.com 
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JEN & KELSEY 
VAN TASSEL 


Photographer: Anna Wachter, Lead Photographer 
and Sterling Vorwerk, Second Photographer, 
Studio 220 Photography 
Wedding Date: July 11, 2015 
Dating Since: March of 2014 
Location of Ceremony: Minneapolis City Hall 
Council Chambers 
Location of Reception: Bryant-Lake Bowl 
Florist: Afloral.com 
Cake: Bryant-Lake Bowl 
Invitations: Paper Source 
Stylist: Soa Beauty 
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| © EXPERIENCED 
— ADVERTISING | 
W ACCOUNT | 
EXECUTIVE 
WANTED 


Work as an 
Advertising 
Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


LAVENDER 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


оеогее 


designed and artisan made іп Minnesota with the finest materials from around the world 
www.georgesawyercom 


Central Lutheran Church 


An open, inclusive and affirming congregation, 
exploring the promise of God for all 


Worship: Saturdays, 5:30 p.m. Sundays, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 
3rd Avenue South at 12th Street Downtown Minneapolis 
centralmpls.org 612.870.4416 @centralluthmpls 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA — ELCA.ORG 
DOWNTOWN CONGREGATIONS TO END HOMELESSNESS DCEH.ORG 


Porsche Cayman GTS. Forever attitude. 


Attitude weighs nothing. So we piled it on. Cayman is a 


sports car concept that 


pursues 


performance 


unconventionally. With its mid-engine design, the Cayman 
centers weight low in the chassis, so the car's center of 
gravity is directly beneath the driver seat. The connection 
between car and driver is pure and undiluted. Test drive 


one today. 


Experience the thrill of the Cayman GTS. 


Porsche Of Minneapolis 
9191 Wayzata Blvd. 


Minneapolis, MN е 763-710-6040 
minneapolis.porschedealer..com PORSCHE 


3090 HWY 61 N 
Innovation MAPLEWOOD MN 551 09 


that excites Pstt! Scan Ме! 
"T 


KLINENISSAN.COM 
651.404.2535 


ZEY KLINE NISSAN 
«7 
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JOHN WEIHING & 
EUGE ISHERWOOD 


Photographer: Tami Klat 
Wedding Date: August 22, 2015 
Dating Since: February of 1998 
Location of Ceremony: River Falls United Methodist 
Church, WI 
Location of Reception: Rural Barn in River Falls, WI 
Florist: Pearson Florist, River Falls, WI 
Wedding Coordinator: DIY 
Pies/Breads: Douville Bakery, New Richmond, WI 
Invitations: Oberon Printing, River Falls, WI 
Food: Kilkarney Hills, River Falls, WI 


anticipation, 
to Witness our joy 


е Spouses for life 


Reconcili 
Join us as 
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YOU HAVE A FRIEND AT ROSEDALE CHEVROLET 


CALL DEWEY AT 612-805-8232 
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22 Commers Custom Jewelers 


612-339-7777 


Free Spirit Building - 217 Fifth Ave. N. Suite 100 - Minneapolis, MN 55401 
www.facebook.com/pages/Commers-Custom-Jewelers/95530942545 


www.commerscustomjewelers.com 
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SHE SAID YES — |, 
\ AND 50 DID SHE! 
— JAMIE & MEREDITH 


MEREDITH PAUL & 
JAMIE BIRTHLER 


Photographer: Natalie Champa Jennings 
Wedding Date: May 8, 2015 

Dating Since: July of 2012 

Location of Ceremony & Reception: Varsity Theater 

Florist: Inspire Bridal Boutique 
Wedding Coordinator: Loring Pasta Bar/Varsity 

Theater Staff plus Julie Larson, Inspire Bridal Boutique 

Cake: Angel Food Bakery 
Hair & Makeup: Christopher J Salon 


64 | LAVENDER | OCTOBER 15-28, 2015 


«СОМ 


Suffer 
Through 
BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


“Your newsreader mispronounces words, 
names, cities, etc.” 


“Some find this endearing, but | find 
it annoying.” 


“Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!” 


“The poorly pronounced narration makes it 
impossible to listen to.” 


“All you hear is the very poor quality of the 
English language newsreader.” 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
“insufferable” delivery 
of BigGayNews on 
iTunes’ Podcasts. 


Subscribe on iTunes! 


Kudos to 

Linda Raines for 
compiling the top 
5 daily stories! 


AA Y Ж 
Your big day is here! Allow us to share the best with your guests. 
651-690-0075 • justtruffles.com 


SpringHouse 
Ministry Center 


A WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE SETTING FOR WEDDINGS, 
EVENTS AND CELEBRATIONS. THREE DISTINCT 
SANCTUARIES, LARGE RECEPTION AREA, AND LICENSED 
PROFESSIONAL KITCHEN. LET US HELP YOU 
COMMEMORATE THE DAY. 


610 W. 28th St. Minneapolis, MN. 55408 612-353-6292 
www.springhousemc.org 


Visit the Minnehaha Mile, 


HOME TO HALF A DOZEN (AND GROWING) 
VINTAGE AND RESALE SHOPS! 


Great Streets 


Sponsored by 
LAVENDER Ss de; " 


The Minnehaha Mile г 4049 Minnehaha Ave, Minneapolis ° (612) 293-6863 x104 г Minnehahamile.com 
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ANDI BUNNAG 
& MICHELLE 
BRANDENBURG 


Photographer: Melissa Hesse, Rivets and Roses 
Wedding Date: May 30, 2015 
Location of Ceremony: Lake Harriet Streetcar 
Location of Reception: Rainbow Chinese Restaurant 
Florist: DIY 
Wedding Coordinator: DIY 
Invitations: DIY 
Hair: DYI 
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HIV+? 
On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 


Join a study at the University of Minnesota 
that is using an innovative new therapy to 
boost CD4 cells and restore normal immunity. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
612-625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover 
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NATHAN HUNTLEY 2 
CRONER & XANDER 
LILLY CRONER 


EI 


Photographer: Randy H. Goodman Photography 
Wedding Date: May 30, 2015 
Dating Since: August of 2012 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Millennium 
Hotel Minneapolis 
Florist: Leo Tassinari, Flowers by Leo 
Wedding Coordinator: Sweet Soiree Events & 
Entertainment 
Invitations: Chris Mellin : 
Website: www.nathanandxander.com 3 Е 
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Millennium Hotel Minneapolis offers 
extraordinary event spaces complemented | 


by some of the city's most romantic views. ` 
along with their personal touches, will ге 


that your event will besetting sho tof : 


spectacular. Епјб complimentary suite: 


we ly A: 
Our team of dedicated wedding specialists 
Gp od. 


SPECTACULAR VIEWS 


321 NEWLY-RENOVATED 
GUEST ROOMS 


and breakfast for two. — MER. Poe f NH nc 
— 5 79 p. T 1 NORTH 45° 
. 2 25 = T | | RESTAURANT & BAR 
Create the wedding of your dreams today. _ В lil p NU 


ON-SITE WEDDING 


Д ` MILLENNIUM SPECIALIST 


тебрер shou Danis e MINNEAPOLIS 
+1 612.359.2227 = — comme ” — f More than 100 hotels 


www.millenniumhotels.com minneapolis.us@millenniumhotels.com You are the Center of Our World worldwide 
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CARLY & RUPA RYAN 
KRYZER 


Photographer: Shelly Kryzer 
Date of Wedding: September 19, 2015 
Dating Since: October of 2013 
Location of Ceremony and Reception: Dancing 
Yarrow Retreat and Organic Farm, Mondovi, WI 
Florist: Grown by retreat owners and 
hand-picked by bridesmaids 
Wedding Coordinator: Melanie and Dennis 
Anderson, retreat owners 
Stylist: Will Manowski 
Officiant: Will Manowski 
Cake: Melanie Anderson 
Invitations: DIY through Zazzle.com 
Ceremony Music: Erica Burton, violist 
Reception Music: Hoof on the Roof 
Henna Artists: Lisa Seltzer and Victoria Welch 
Special Thanks: Sandy Parnell and Kerry Gleason 
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OVER 15 AUTO 
MANUFACTURER 


LAVENDER $ 


Collision, Glass and More! CERTIFICATIONS AND 
| | RECOGNITIONS 


THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


CALL FoR AN APPOINTMENT 1-888-898-0016 on сетан onuineestimareat LAMETTRYS.COM 
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ALL NEW 2016 VOLVO XC90 ТВ 


7 PASSENGER, 400HP DUAL ENGINE, ALL WHEEL DRIVE, LUXURY HYBRID 6 59 MPG Е 


Announcement includes a photo and up 
to 50 words. Appears in print and our 
online edition for 2 weeks. 


FACTORY ORDER YOURS TODAY AT BORTON VOLVO 


BORTONVOLVO.COM | wont DETAILS AVAILABLE ar BORTONVOLVOXC90.COM зА. Borton Volvo f 
612.821.2700" EXPANDED GOLDEN VALLEY LOCATION orm 


Kjell Berghe 


LavenderMagazine.com/subscribe 
26 Issues at $0 + 3rd Class Mailing = $1 PER ISSUE 
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When did you start DJing - and what or who were your early passions and influences? \ started DJing at the 
age of 18, started as à hobby and just progressed from there. 


How do you see the balance between giving the crowd what they want and treating them to something new? 
Reading the crowd is the most important part of DJing, so lm always watching and seeing what is working. 


Have you performed in other countries besides the United States? If 50, what are some of the other countries? 
\'ve performed in Brazil, Mexico, Colombia, Canada, and will soon be performing in Asia. 


What's the best event you've played at, and what made it 50 great? That's hard to say. \'ve had many great 
experiences, but probably one of the most memorable is playing at The Roseland Ballroom in NYC for Peter 
Rauhofer's Work Pride Party alongside Offer Nissim & Peter Rauhofer. It was one of the most amazing nights. 


What's the funniest OF strangest thing that ever happened at an event you played at? Nothing too crazy, but 
you see a lot of things going on in the crowd definitely а lot of entertaining stuff, i'll just leave it at that. :) 


What advice would you give to up and coming DJs? Be original, Be Persistent and Be You. Don't try to copy 
anyone. There's too many copycats right now. 


Have you performed in Minneapolis before? | have not and l'm really looking forward to playing there! 
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SCANDALICIOUS T-DANCE WITH DJ EDDIE MARTINEZ 


T DANCE AND COSTUME CONTEST 
10.25 | 4PM-8PM I UNION ROOFTOP I $5 COVER | 21+ 


IREIUNION "і" ABSOLUT. 


4» FEATURING FALCON EXCLUSIVE JOHNNY V AND AMERICAN MUSCLE HUNKS 
27 AMERICAN MODEL JOEY D ALONG WITH TYLER FROM CHICAGO NIG STALLION. 
x MUSCLE HUNKS | — RAGI com 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2015 


DOUBLETREE BY HILTON BLOOMINGTON 
7800 NORMANDALE BLVD, BLOOMINGTON® 952-893-8420 


21+ EVENT. VISIT KS95.COM» KEYWORD BALL, 
FOR DETAILS AND TICKET INFORMATION. SHORT OARS NON GIES Ces MOR RES 
LISTEN ALSO TO 94.5 KS95 FOR A CHANCE TO WIN TICKETS TO WIN TICKETS TO THE PURGATORY BALL! [Ваа 
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TODAY'S VARIETY 


QUORUM WITH THE 
И. CROWNE PLAZA MINNESOTA LYNX 


MINNEAPOLIS WEST 


APRIL 10, 2015 


و 
7 و — 
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A BACKDROP OF 


AWAITS YOU 


Planning your wedding should Whether it's the beautiful am- 
be a fun and enjoyable experi- biance of our site, overnight 
ence, and our goal is to make accommodations for your 
sure that's how guests, the 
you feel from m quality of 
the first mo- ASK ABOUT OUR our food, 


ment you walk availability 

in our door HONEYMOON ON US of shuttle 

until your last PROMOTION service, or 

guest has left! = our supe- < 

The Crowne Plaza offers spec- rior service, we are confident CROWNE PLAZA 
tacular natural surroundings your reception will be a once- 3131 Campus ee 
that create the ideal backdrop — in-a-lifetime event to cherish Plymouth, MN 55441 
for photos and three distinc- forever. 


tive, elegant ballrooms for 763 559 6600 


your reception. www.CPplymouth.com 
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TWIN CITIES GOODTIME Nag. 
SOFTBALL LEAGUE 


ENJOY OUR-OUTDOOR HEATED SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX г VIDEO GAMES г 756 POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
. DARTS г PULL TABS г ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN MON.-FRI. 3 РМ-2 AM г SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 АМ 


Singles Pool 
~ TOURNAMENT 


Sun., October 18 ° 4 PM 


Your BARTENDER 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Map’. А N D R EW 
Enel 


When you can't find it, FOC it! 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
LAVENDER f E) "like" us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
facebook 19W. 15th St., Minneapolis ° (612) 871-5553 • facebook.com/The19Bar 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


DULUTH-SUPERIOR 
PRIDE 


SEPTEMBER 5, 2015 


8 Kins 4 7 
Photo by Sophia Hantze 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ACUPUNCTURE 


The Balancing Act Acupuncture & 
Massage. Doing what you love is your 
job. Keeping you in Balance is ours. 
Trans* friendly. 1409 Willow Street, 
Ste. 415, Minneapolis. (612) 584.9967, 
www.thebalancingactmn.com. 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Paul Williams Tire & Auto Care is your 
Family-Owned GLBT+ friendly tire 
& automotive service headquarters! 
Come visit us at our convenient Uptown 
ocation- 510 W. Lake St. Minneapolis. 
612 ]823-8255. 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff 
that cares! Meeting Space with a gender 
neutral restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, 
Minneapolis. 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional 
Market г Next sale: HOME TRADITIONS 
- NOVEMBER 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. Wed 1-7, 
Thur-Fri 10-7, Sat-Sun 10-6 е 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 


& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 


www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com, 
(612) 746-0508. 


OFFICIANTS 


GRAND AVENUE WEDDING OFFICIANTS, 


Carolyn Germaine and Kjersti Moline, 
are award winning officiants whose 
ceremonies аге carefully crafted, 


personal and unforgettable.They also offer 
marriage enrichment & brief weddings. 
www.grandofficiants.com 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 


AUTHENTIC INVESTIGATIONS - 
Professional investigators providing 
services to individuals, corporations, 
insurance companies and attorneys. 
Licensed, bonded, and insured іп 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. WWW. 
authenticinvestigations.com. (612) 871- 


7244. 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


Two bedroom apartment in Uptown. 
Balcony, pool, washer and dryer, fitness 
center, dog park. $1795 per month. (612) 
871-3589. 


SOLAR ENERGY 


Life. Powered by the sun. Reduce your 
electric bill with Energy Concepts. Great 
incentives available now for limited time 
for solar electric and thermal! Call for 
free evaluation. www.EnergyConcepts.us, 
(715) 381-9977. 


WEDDING PLANNERS 


The Crown Room Banquet Center- holiday 


parties, corporate events, wedding 
receptions, and more! An incomparable 
experience complete with outstanding 


food and professional staff to cater your 
event needs. TheCrownRoomRogers.com, 
(763) 428-8181. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barryGlavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


You have a friend at 
Rosedale Chevrolet, 
Call Dewey Lysen at 


(612) 805-8232 FLORISTS 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Honor all buying programs and credit 
union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


ë rosedale 
CHEVROLET www.rosedalechev.com 


A date to remember 
starts with flowers! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


— 


(HAGENS 2222 ) 


GUN SHOPS 


FREE Estimates = All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

* Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN - 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI - 715-690-1198 


COMPUTER SALES & SERVICES www.billsGS.com 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Softuitive is a highly responsive, 
professional IT service provider 
focused on helping small businesses. 


LGBT Owned 


Softuitive 


Technology Advocates 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Let us help you today! 
651-760-8372 
softuitive.com 


Ф, 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 
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construction inc. 
It's {hat easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN ` 


Roofing Remodeling 

Siding Insulation 

Windows Home Energy Efficiency Вони 
E CALLUS 
С, 612-398-SNAP (7627) 


PLUMBING * HEATING + COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


RESTORATION e RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE г REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS * PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Serving you for 100 years! susce 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


ЕЕ 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured =Y 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 100 EARS 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


е carpentry & remodeling 

е painting & repairs 

е other home maintenance 

eno job is too small ч 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. Ё 


— 
Ет 


763-251-8811 
Interior e Exterior е 


Visit pepmsp.com for special offers. 


INSURANCE 


Coverage that goes far 
beyond the driveway 


Deb Streeter 


Insurance Agency 


„.952-853-9077 
streeter@farmersagent.com 
www. pies дебито /dstreeter 


FARMERS 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Davina M. Baldwin 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


KEENEY 
REALTOR’ 
“A BRIDGE BETWEEN BUYERS AND SELLERS” 


p: 612-232-5527 
e: DonavonKeeney@edinarealty.com 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 


BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


RES га 


Call me for your FREE Market Analysis 


ЕРМЕК 


Resu Its 
612-805-8880 :- ges resis Omg 


scottbelcher.com 


christopher j friend 
urban realtor 


) 
612 827 5847 « christopherfriend@edinarealty.com > 
www.christopherfriend.edinarealty.com 4 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 an 


ANN “CREEK 

GOLF COURSE 
9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
WATERTOWN, MN 55388 


2) 955-3600 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


GLBT News & Lifestyle 
at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


Available on the 
C App Store 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 
www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 Е. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AlDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Red Door Services CAPS 
Program 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. Get connected to HIV care, 
support, and services. 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-3307 
www.capsprogram.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis Municipal 
Building 

Exchange your wedding vows 
surrounded by stained glass 
windows & carved Italian 

marble. Intimate. Historic. Classic. 
350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Weddings 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 
www.mac-events.org 


The Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis 

Providing a splendid retreat for 
outstanding women and men since 
1907. 

410 Oak Grove St. 

Minneap;olis, MN 55403 

(651) 813-5300 
www.womansclub.org 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Reclaim! 

Working to increase access to 
mental health support for queer and 
transgender* youth. 

3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 235-6743 
http://www.reclaim-gbtyouth.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 
“The premier men’s vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 

Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, celebration 
of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 5. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 

www. illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 
www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


One Voice 

Minnesota’s LGBTA Chorus. Building 
community and creating social 
change by lifting our voices in song. 
732 Holly Ave., Ste. Q 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 298-1954 
www.www.onevoicemn.org 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Phoenix Theater 

Comedy, Tragedy, and the stuff in 
between. Offers theater, music, late 
night events, and more. 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-2285 
www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 
www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

A113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fecminneapolis.org 


New Life Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive Christian faith community 
daring to live in Jesus’ transforming 
love. Come and see. 

965 Larpenteur Ave. W. 

Roseville, MN 55113 

(651) 488-5581 
www.newlifechurchroseville.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) 

Wingspan Ministry, Pastoral Care 
for the GLBT community, Education, 
Music, Witness and Advocacy 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651)224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tegsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The "Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 

http://www. DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800] 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 81 


OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


MANKATO 
PRIDEFEST 


SEPTEMBER 12, 2015 
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115еу & Ng Married May ‘14 
mantha Fronek Photography 
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CHAMPIONSHIP WEEKEND 
PACKAGES AND 5МЏСКЕВ 5 
SKATING SPECTACULAR 
ON SALE NOW! 


E 
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